
 

 

 

 

 

WE LOVE BECAUSE                                          

HE FIRST LOVED US. 

                                 1 John 4:19 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The theme for this year’s Summer Friendship Gatherings (SFG) is God’s love. During this 

three-day Bible study, our friends with intellectual disabilities, their families, caregivers, and 

church volunteers will learn about the unconditional love God has for the world, His people, 

and for us as individuals. SFG participants will then learn what it means to love others, as 

God loves us. 

In our world, “love” is shown, received, and interpreted in so many ways. God gives us our 

families and friends so that we will have joy in our lives. But unfortunately, sin has soiled 

the pure love that God originally intended for us to have and give. Too often we              

experience pain and sorrow in association with love. This can lead to fear, bitterness, and 

anger in our lives. These toxic emotions can take hold of our hearts, pushing out the           

capacity to love.   

Love in a sinful world can be easily broken. But there is one love that will never weaken- 

GOD’S LOVE! God is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow (Hebrews 13:8). His love is  

constant, limitless, and unconditional. It is because of His love for us that He sent His one  

and only Son Jesus Christ to earth to die an excruciating death on a cross, and be the perfect 

sacrifice for the sins of the world. In a world where human love is so fragile, as Christians 

we have joy knowing that our Lord and Savior will never stop loving us with a love that 

is bountiful and everlasting!        

 

Because of God’s love, we are commanded to love one another. 

Bible references: Galatians 5:13-14; 1 John 4:11-12; 1 John 2:9-11 

         As a discussion group leader, it will be important to emphasize these 

KEY POINTS during the three-day study: 

God’s love for us is why He sent Jesus Christ to be the perfect sacrifice, and take on                                 

the sins of the world. 

              Bible references: John 3:16-17; Romans 5:8 

                                                                God loves each one of us unconditionally. 

Bible references: Romans 8:38-39; 1 John 3:1 

                                                       God wants a relationship with us.  

                                                       Bible references: Ephesians 1:13-14 

Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can have a relationship with God. 

Bible references: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 



 

 

 

 

 

 

To be properly prepared to lead your small group, please read 

through this guide and study the following Biblical passages 

prior to the event: 

 

 

 

 

In each day’s outline, you will find 3 

sections: Discussion Group Questions, 

Personal Reflection Questions, and 

Background Information for Leaders. 

These are to help you in leading your 

small group.                                              

If you have adult friends with disabilities, a caregiver, volunteer, or family member in your 

group that is a good reader, consider having them read aloud Bible passage references, if 

time allows. This encourages group            

participation and involvement. 
 

Anyone in the group can participate in the 

discussion, including the adult friends,    

caregivers, and volunteers. It will be important to    

moderate the conversation so all participants have a 

chance to share.   
 

  When asking an adult friend a question, take a         

moment  to wait for  his/her response. Those with           

disabilities   sometimes need a moment to process the 

question, and to formulate their answer.   If he/she does 

not respond after a minute, ask the question again or rephrase it. Do not hesitate to ask for 

help from our friend’s caregivers and housemates in the group. 

 

Whenever possible, help to connect the 

Bible  lesson to a real-life situation. This 

helps our adult friends relate the Bible 

lesson to their everyday lives. 

  HAVE GROUP PARTICIPANTS   

        READ ALOUD 

 

 

HELPFUL      

HINTS 

BE PREPARED! 

REVIEW EACH             

DAYS’ OUTLINE 

   INVOLVE EVERYONE            

 IN THE GROUP 

        WAIT PATIENTLY                

 FOR A RESPONSE 

CONNECT THE BIBLE LESSON 

       TO REAL LIFE 

Day 1: 

GOD LOVES ME 
 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7) 
 

Day 2: 

GOD LOVES EVERYONE 
 

The Good Shepherd (John 10:1-16) 
 

Day 3: 

WE LOVE BECAUSE… 
 

Feed My Sheep (John 21:1-19) 



  

DAY 1  

GOD LOVES ME 

Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Daily Bible Verse: 

Then he will call his friends and neighbors together. He will say, ‘Be joyful with me.    

I have found my lost sheep.’   Luke 15:6 (NIrV) 

 

 

 

 

1. Why were the Pharisees grumbling about Jesus? 

• The Pharisees were grumbling because Jesus was with tax collectors and “sinners” 

• These “sinners” were people that weren’t following the man-made rules of the Pharisees 

• The Pharisees felt they were superior to those who didn’t follow their rules 

• However, we are all sinners, and fall short of the glory of God, including the Pharisees  

 

2. In Jesus’ story, who does the shepherd represent? 

• The shepherd represents God, who always goes looking for us when we stray 

 

3. Who does the lost sheep represent? 

• The lost sheep represent us 

• We get lost from God very easily, which is why we rejoice      

knowing that He never stops looking for us! 

 

 

DAY 1  

Lesson Objectives:  

It is important we understand that we are all sinners, and fall short of God’s glory.                                       

However, when we believe in Him and repent of our sins, God lovingly brings us back                                          

to Him. 

Discussion Group Questions 

1 



2 

 

 

 

4. Why did Jesus tell this parable to the Pharisees? 

• Jesus told this parable to the Pharisees to show that those who repent of their sins are 

forgiven by God 

• It doesn’t matter if it is someone who has done bad things in their life, or if it’s someone 

who has grown up in church. Whoever repents of their sins and asks God’s forgiveness 

will be forgiven! 

• Jesus said to the Pharisees that heaven rejoices more over one lost “sheep” (one sinful 

person) who repents of his/her sins, than all those who don’t feel the need to repent 

(like them) 
 

5. What does it mean to repent? 

• Confess and turn away from our sins, and ask for His forgiveness  
 

6. How does God respond when we repent? 

• God rejoices! 

• God will forgive us when we come to Him confessing our sins 

 

 

 
 

• Discuss if time permits. Otherwise, participants can take home the discussion booklet and       

discuss the questions with family and caregivers. 

1. Do you believe when you repent of your sins that God will forgive you, and 

love you? 

• Bible reference: Romans 8:38-39 

• We need to first believe that God loves us, and will forgive us when we confess our sins, 

no matter what they are 
 

2. How can you show God’s love to others? 

• How can you show God’s love to your housemates?   

• Your staff?   

• At work?   

• At Special Olympics?   

• Other thoughts? 
 

3. Think about some of the sins in your life, and ways you can 

turn them over to God. 

Discussion Group Questions (cont’d) 

Personal Reflection Questions 

 

DAY 1  
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A. When we believe in Jesus and repent of our sins, God lovingly brings us back 

to Him. 

We all sin and make mistakes. 

• “To repent” means to confess and turn away from your sins, and ask for His forgiveness 

• God does NOT hold grudges against us (Psalm 103:9-12) 

 

B. By nature, sheep are flock animals. 

• Sheep need a good leader (shepherd) who values them 

• They have a strong inclination to follow a leader, which could even be the first sheep that 

moves   

• The role of the shepherd is to protect the flock from dangerous animals 

 

C. Jesus is the GOOD Shepherd. 

• In the parable Jesus told, the shepherd represents God, and we are His sheep 

• When we turn away from God, He wants us to return to Him 

• We do this by confessing our sins, and asking for forgiveness 

• Just as the shepherd rejoiced when he found the lost sheep, God rejoices when we turn 

away from sin and come back to Him! 

 

D. We are all sinners. Therefore, we need to turn away from the things we do 

wrong, ask for forgiveness, and seek God. 

• Bible reference: Romans 3:23 

• The Pharisees were known as teachers in the time of Jesus 

• The Pharisees believed they were better than everyone else 

• They also felt they were better at keeping man-made rules 

• However, we know that everyone falls short, and needs God’s forgiveness 

• Sadly, the Pharisees did not believe Jesus was the Son of God 

• Jesus shared this parable to make a point to the Pharisees that we all sin, including them 
 

E. When we stray, God goes looking for us.   

• Bible reference: 1 John 3:1 

• God’s love comes free, with no strings attached 

Background Information                                                                                                       

   for Leaders 

 

DAY 1  
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Biblical Text (NIrV version) 

 

 

 

 

Luke 15:1-7 

The tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the    

Pharisees and the teachers of the law were whispering among themselves. They said, 

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

Then Jesus told them a story. He said, “Suppose one of you has 100 sheep and loses 

one of them. Won’t he leave the 99 in the open country? Won’t he go and look for 

the one lost sheep until he finds it? When he finds it, he will joyfully put it on his 

shoulders and go home. Then he will call his friends and neighbors together. He will 

say, ‘Be joyful with me. I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, it will be the same in 

heaven. There will be great joy when one sinner turns away from sin. Yes, there will 

be more joy than for 99 godly people who do not need to turn away from their sins.  

 

DAY 1  
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DAY 2  

GOD LOVES EVERYONE  

The Good Shepherd (John 10:1-16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. In Jesus’ story, who is the Good Shepherd? 

• Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and He laid down His life for all of us 

• He went to the cross 
 

2. Who are the sheep? 

• The sheep represent us 

• We get lost from God very easily, which is why we rejoice knowing that He never stops 

looking for us! 
 

3. What does the hired man do when he sees the sheep are in danger? 

• He runs away because he does not own, nor cares for the sheep 
 

4. How does Jesus protect us? 

• He knows us by name 

• He leads us out 

• He goes ahead of us 

• We know His voice 

• He provides what we need 

• He lays down His life for us 

Lesson Objectives:  

We need Jesus to watch over us, protect us, and save us. Jesus came for everyone! 

Discussion Group Questions 

Daily Bible Verse: 

I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.                                 

John 10:11 (NIrV) 

 

DAY 2  
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Discussion Group Questions (cont’d) 

 

Personal Reflection Questions 

 

 

DAY 2  

 

 

 

 

5. Who or what is leading you away from God? 

Some examples:  

• Bad relationships 

• Money 

• TV, etc. 
 

6. Why is it easier to follow the wrong people or things, instead of God? 

Some examples: 

• Fun 

• Peer pressure 

• Financial needs 

• Laziness, etc. 
 

7. How can we stay close to God (the Good Shepherd)? 

• Being in Christian community 

• Going to church 

• Weekly Bible study 

• Devotions 
 

8. What does Jesus promise to do for the sheep? 

• Jesus promised to lay down His life for the sheep, which He did by dying on the cross   

 

 

 

 

• Discuss if time permits. Otherwise, participants can take home the discussion booklet and   

discuss the questions with family and caregivers. 

 

1. What did Jesus do for the world? 

• Bible reference: John 3:16 

• God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to die, to save us from sin 

• If we believe in Jesus, we will have eternal life with God! 
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Personal Reflection Questions (cont’d) 

 

Background Information                                                                                                       

   for Leaders 

 

 

DAY 2  

 

 

 

 

2. Who are you following in your life, the hired hand or the Good Shepherd? 

 

3. What happens when we are not part of Christian community? 

• Bible reference: Acts 2:46-47    

• It is vital for Christians to be in community with other believers 

• If we do not have Christian community in our lives, we can easily stray away from God 

• Do you have a Christian community in your life? 

 

4. Where can we find Christian community? 

• Church 

• Weekly Bible study   

• Summer Friendship Gatherings 

• Church dinners and events 

• Devotions at home, with housemates and staff 

• Service projects in local community 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 
 

A. Jesus is the Shepherd of His sheep. 

• He calls His sheep by name, and leads them out 

• The sheep know His voice 

• They will never follow a stranger 

• They will run away because they do not recognize the stranger’s voice 

 

 

There will be no discussion group on Day 3. The Day 3 discussion and reflection               

questions can be found in the discussion booklet. 
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Background Information                                                                                                       

    for Leaders (cont’d) 

 

 

DAY 2  

 

 

 

 

 

B. “Whoever enters through me will be saved.”  

• Bible reference: John 10:9 

• A sheep gate back in Jesus’ time was a round opening made of stones 

• The shepherd would sleep in front of the opening, to protect the sheep  

• Jesus stated that it is inside the sheep pen where we find security, food, and protection; 

He is the gate 

• Only Jesus can offer us life  

 

C. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for His sheep.   

• The hired hand does not own, nor cares for the sheep 

• He runs away when the wolf comes, and the flock is scattered 

 

D. “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me.” 

• Bible reference: John 10:14 

• The Father knows Jesus, and Jesus knows the Father  

This is because Jesus is both God and Man 

• Jesus wants the same relationship with us, as He has with His Father 

 

E. Jesus was sent by God to save the world from sin. He didn’t come for just 

some people; He came for all people.   

• He wants to have a relationship with everyone, because He loves us  
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DAY 2  

 

 

 
 

John 10:1-16 

The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper 

opens the gate for him. The sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name 

and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own sheep, he goes on ahead 

of them. His sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never fol-

low a stranger. In fact, they will run away from him. They don’t recognize a stranger’s 

voice.”  Jesus told this story. But the Pharisees didn’t understand what he was telling 

them. 

So Jesus said again, “What I’m about to tell you is true. I am like a gate for the sheep. 

All who have come before me are thieves and robbers. But the sheep have not lis-

tened to them. I’m like a gate. Anyone who enters through me will be saved. They 

will come in and go out. And they will find plenty of food. A thief comes only to steal 

and kill and destroy. I have come so they may have life. I want them to have it in the 

fullest possible way. 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. The hired 

man is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when the hired man sees 

the wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock 

and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired man. He does not care 

about the sheep. 

“I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me. They know me 

just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I give my life for the sheep. I 

have other sheep that do not belong to this sheep pen. I must bring them in too. 

They also will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock and one shepherd.   

Biblical Text (NIrV version) 
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References: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Readers-Version-NIRV-Bible/   

New International Readers Version (NIRV) Bible 
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