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Equip Christian congregations to minister with adults with intellectual disabilities,                                  
their families, and caregivers  

 

Connection Ministries              P. O. Box 29495              Indianapolis, IN 46229                317-646-5067 

 
        www.connection-ministries.org               www.facebook.com/connectionministries1 

 

 

 

References: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Readers-Version-NIRV-Bible/   

New International Readers Version (NIRV) Bible 

 

  

 

 

WE LOVE BECAUSE                                          

HE FIRST LOVED US. 

                                 1 John 4:19 
 



  

DAY 1  

GOD LOVES ME 
 

Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.       

But the Pharisees and the teachers 

of the law were whispering among  

themselves. They said, “This man   

welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 

 

Then Jesus told them a story.  He said, “Suppose 

one of you has 100 sheep and loses one of them. 

Won’t he leave the 99 in the open country? 

Won’t he go and look for the one lost sheep   

until he finds it?  When he finds it, he will     

joyfully put it on his shoulders and go home. 

  

Then he will call his friends and neighbors          

together. He will say, ‘Be joyful with me. I have 

found my lost sheep.’ I tell you, it will be the same                                                

in heaven.  
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“CONNECT” WITH             

CONNECTION MINISTRIES! 

 

www.connection-ministries.org  

P.O. Box 29495     

Indianapolis, IN 46229 

317-646-5067 

www.facebook.com/connectionministries1 

 

About Connection Ministries 
 

In Central Indiana there are over 52,000 people 

with cognitive disabilities, but only a small       

number of churches prepared to share the Good 

News of Jesus Christ with them. 

Our mission is to equip Christian congregations to 

be communities where people with intellectual 

disabilities learn about the love of Christ, and have 

an opportunity to share their spiritual gifts with the 

Church. 
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There will be great joy when 

one sinner turns away from sin. 

Yes, there will be more joy than 

for 99 godly people who do not 

need to turn away from their 

sins.  (NIrV version) 

 

 

 
 

Then he will call his friends and neighbors together. He will say,           

‘Be joyful with me. I have found my lost sheep.’   Luke 15:6 (NIrV) 

 
 

 

 

We are all sinners, and fall short of God’s glory.  However, when           

we believe in Him and repent of our sins, God lovingly brings us        

back to Him. 

 

DAILY BIBLE    

VERSE 

 

THOUGHT OF                            

THE DAY 
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REFLECTION 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Why were the Pharisees grumbling about Jesus? 

2. In Jesus’ story, who does the shepherd represent? 

3. Who does the lost sheep represent? 

4. Why did Jesus tell this parable to the Pharisees? 

5. What does it mean to repent? 

6. How does God respond when we repent? 

 

 

 
 

 

1. Do you believe when you repent of your sins that God will forgive 

you, and love you? 

2. Think about some of the sins in your life, and ways you can turn them 

over to God. 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

QUESTIONS 
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DAY 2: 

GOD LOVES EVERYONE 

The Good Shepherd (John 10:1-16) 
 

I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.                                          

    John 10:11 (NIrV) 

Jesus was sent by God to save the world from sin. He came for all        

people!                                                                                                

Jesus wants to have a relationship with us because He loves us. 

Bible passages to look up:  

John 3:16 

John 10:9-14 

DAY 3: 

WE LOVE BECAUSE... 

Feed My Sheep (John 21:1-19) 
 

When Jesus and the disciples had finished eating, Jesus spoke to Simon Peter.  
He asked, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these others do?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. “You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
lambs.”    John 21:15 (NIrV) 

Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ is the best way to show love!                                                          

We need to follow Jesus, even when it’s hard. 

Bible passages to look up:  

Matthew 28:18-20 

1 John 4:10-11 
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REMINDERS FROM 

THE WEEK 
 

 

 

DAY 1: 

GOD LOVES ME 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-7) 
 

Then he will call his friends and neighbors together. He will say, ‘Be joyful 

with me. I have found my lost sheep.’   Luke 15:6 (NIrV) 

We are all sinners.                                                                                                  

We need to turn away from sin, ask forgiveness, and seek God. 

God rejoices when we come back to Him! 

Bible passages to look up:  

Romans 3:23 

1 John 3:1  
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DAY 2  

GOD LOVES EVERYONE 
 

The Good Shepherd (John 10:1-16) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus told this story, “The one who enters through the gate is the       

shepherd of the sheep. The sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out. His sheep follow him because they 

know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger. They don’t recognize 

a stranger’s voice.”  But the Pharisees didn’t understand what he was    

telling them. 

 

So Jesus said again, “What I’m about to tell you is true. I am like a gate for 

the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers. I’m like 

a gate. Anyone who enters through me will be saved. They will come in 

and go out. And they will find plenty of food. A thief comes only to steal 

and kill and destroy. I have come so they may  have life. 

 

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

gives his life for the sheep. The hired man is 

not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep. So when the hired man sees the wolf 

coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away. 
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“I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and my sheep know me. 

They know me just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And        

I give my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this 

sheep pen. I must bring them in too. Then there will be one flock and one 

shepherd. (NIrV version paraphrased) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd gives His life for the sheep.                                          

           John 10:11 (NIrV) 

 

DAILY BIBLE    

VERSE 
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REFLECTION 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

THOUGHT OF                            

THE DAY 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus gives us a mission: to love others by sharing His Good News, even 

when it’s hard. 

 

 

 
 

1. Who appeared on the shore as the disciples were fishing? 

2. What did Jesus tell the disciples to do with their fishing net?   

3. What happened when they did what Jesus asked? 

4. After breakfast, what question did Jesus ask Peter? 

5. What were Peter’s responses to the question? 

6. What did Jesus command Peter to do each time? 

 

 

 
 

 

1. What are some ways you can remind yourself how much God loves 

you? 

2. How can you show God’s love to others? 

3. What have you learned this week from the Bible lessons to apply to 
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DAILY BIBLE    

VERSE 

 

When you were younger, 

you dressed yourself and 

went wherever you    

wanted to go. But when 

you are old, you will 

stretch out your hands, 

and someone else will 

lead you where you do  

not want to go.” Jesus said 

this to point out how Peter would die. Then Jesus said to him, “Follow 

me!” (NIrV version paraphrased)  

 

 

 
 

 

When Jesus and the disciples had finished eating, Jesus spoke to Simon Peter. 

He asked, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these others do?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. “You know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”     John 21:15 (NIrV) 
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DISCUSSION 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

 

REFLECTION 

QUESTIONS 

 

 

THOUGHT OF                            

THE DAY 

 

 

 
 

Jesus is our Good Shepherd, and only through Him do we have eternal 

life. 

 

 

 
 

1. In Jesus’ story, who is the Good Shepherd? 

2. Who are the sheep? 

3. What does the hired man do when he sees the sheep are in danger? 

4. How does Jesus protect us? 

5. Who or what is leading you away from God? 

6. Why is it easier to follow the wrong people or things, instead of God? 

7. How can we stay close to God (the Good Shepherd)? 

8. What does Jesus promise to do for the sheep? 

 

 

 

 
 

1. What did Jesus do for the world? 

2. Who are you following in your life, the hired hand or the Good Shepherd? 

3. What happens when we are not part of Christian community? 

4. Where can we find Christian community? 
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   DAY 3  

     WE LOVE BECAUSE... 
 

        Feed My Sheep (John 21:1-19) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus appeared to his disciples again. It was 

by the Sea of Galilee. Simon Peter was there, 

with several other disciples. “I’m going out to 

fish,” Simon Peter told them. They said, 

“We’ll go with you.” So they got into the 

boat. That night they didn’t catch anything. 

Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the 

shore. But the disciples did not realize that it 

was Jesus. 

 

He called out to them, “Friends, don’t you 

have any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

He said, “Throw your net over the boat. 

There you will find some fish.” When they 

did, they could not pull the net into the 

boat. There were too many fish in it. 

   Day 3 Discussion and Reflection Questions can be                                                              

done with families and caregivers 
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Then the disciple Jesus loved said to 

Simon Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon 

as Peter heard that, he jumped into 

the water. The other disciples           

followed in the boat. When they   

landed, they saw a fire of burning 

coals. There were fish on it. There was 

also some bread. 

 

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught, and 

come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who 

are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 

 

When Jesus and the disciples had finished eating, Jesus asked Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these others do?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. “You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 

lambs.” 

Again Jesus asked, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He answered, 

“Yes, Lord. You know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

 

Jesus spoke to him a third time. He asked, “Simon, son of John, do you 

love me?” 

Peter felt bad because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” 

He answered, “Lord, you know all things. You know that I love you.”     

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.  


