
1 
 

 

PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 

PARABLES OF JESUS SERIES (MATTHEW 13:31-32) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

 

1. What is a parable? 
 

• A parable is a short story that uses examples which everyone can understand 

and has a special meaning. Jesus did much of His teaching through parables to 

help us learn about God and how we are to live. 
 

• When we find that person in the story, we can learn something about Him.   

 

2. Why do you think the disciples were lacking in faith?  
 

• Possibly, they put their trust in themselves instead of Jesus. Or, they may have 

had pride in the power Jesus was giving them. They may not have asked God for 

help. This is a few possible reasons.  
 

• In this passage Jesus was not only talking about the size of the disciples’ faith, 

but in “whom” they put their faith. 
 

• If our faith or trust is in our own strength, we will never be able to do much for the 

kingdom of God. But if we put all our trust in Jesus, then nothing is impossible. 

When our hearts are focused only on God and His 

power, and not our own image, then God can do 

anything through us. 
 

• In the same way we nurture a tiny seed, we nurture 

our faith. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONTINUED 

  

3. A seed needs to be cared for and nurtured to grow. What are the 4 

things a seed needs? 
 

• A seed needs water. God gives us water through His words in the Bible. 

Continually we need to study His Word and listen to what He is telling us. 
 

• A seed needs sunshine. Sunshine is warmth and light. We all need the warmth 

from being around other believers in Christian community. Together we can 

spread light by doing kind deeds. 
 

• A seed needs to be free of weeds. We need to weed out negative or bad 

thoughts. Ask God to help you make good decisions. Don’t let others tell you that 

you aren’t good enough. You are! You are a child of God! And remember that 

God loves you. 
 

• A seed needs food. Prayer is like Miracle Gro to plants. Pray every day. Thank 

God for your blessings and ask Him to help you with struggles. Prayer brings 

your heart closer to God. 

 

4. What can we do for our faith to grow? 
 

• Study the Bible regularly and listen to everything God is teaching us. 
 

• Remain in Christian community with other believers and together, spread the 

light of Christ by doing kind deeds. 
 

• We need to weed out negative or bad thoughts. Ask God to help you make good 

decisions. Remember that you are a child of God and He loves you. 
 

• Pray every day. Thank God for your blessings and ask Him to help you with 

struggles. Prayer brings your heart closer to God. 

 

PERSONAL QUESTIONS 

 

1. What can stop your faith from growing? 
     

• Many things could get in the way of us drawing closer to God. It could be the 

influence of others, what we see on TV or online, people telling us we aren’t good 

enough, and not being in Christian community.  
 

• We need to pray for God to help us in hard times, ask for the Holy Spirit to guide 

us in making good decisions, and surround ourselves with other believers. 
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PERSONAL QUESTIONS CONTINUED 

 

2. How can you share your faith with others? 
 

• You can show kindness to your housemates, your staff, or parents. When you 

hurt someone, you can ask God and that person to forgive you. You can also 

forgive people who hurt you. Joyfully talk about how much you love God! 
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