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TOPIC 6, EPISODE 2—RAISING AWARENESS 

RECRUITING A TEAM 

  

 

• Awareness in the Church involves education and visibility. 
 

• Raising awareness is important for several reasons: 
 

− First, members have an opportunity to grapple with their own brokenness and their need 

for a Savior. This awareness comes from education based on the Gospel, and the 

understanding that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 
 

− Secondly, we learn to embrace Jesus’ command to go and make disciples of all nations, 

which includes with intellectual disabilities, their families and direct support staff placed 

in our faith communities. 
 

• As we form Christian community, we will strive to meet the needs of our 

neighbor. But it is our hope that we will 

also transcend pity for others and step out 

to become their friend, or even co-laborers 

in Christ.    
 

• Many churches may be unaware of the 

necessity to include those with disabilities 

into the Church Body. Michael Beates asks 

the questions in his book “Disability and 

the Gospel,”  
 

− “Why has God ordained some to be disabled, 

weaker members?”   
 

− “How does such design reflect his sovereign 

and loving care for his people?”  
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− “And if the church should contain weaker less honorable members, just as he has 

intended them to be (1 Cor. 12:18), then why are people with disabilities painfully 

absent from most American congregations?”   
 

• Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 12:22, “On the contrary, those parts of the body 

that seem to be weaker are indispensable.” Sadly, most churches have not 

considered the implication of this passage in relationship to people with 

disabilities. 
 

• This chart, “The 5 Stages; Changing Attitudes”i is a great resource that is 

helpful for education. 

 

 
 

• Every believer will find their attitude towards people with disabilities described 

on this chart. But regardless of our attitude towards the group as a whole or 

any specific individual, God calls us to grow towards becoming co-laborers in 

Christ. 
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• 1 Corinthians 3:9 teaches us that we are to be co-workers in God’s service. 

We are God’s field. We are God’s building. 
  

• Approximately 6.5 million people in the United States have an intellectual 

disability. Approximately 1 – 3 percent of the global population has an 

intellectual disability—as many as 200 million people. 
 

• Intellectual disability is significantly more common in low-income countries—

16.41 in every 1,000 people. Disabilities overall are more common in low-

income countries.  
 

• The United Nations Development Program estimates that 80 percent of all 

people with disabilities live in low-income countries. While people with 

disabilities represent approximately one in 10 people worldwide, they are one 

in every five of the world’s poorest people. 
 

• These sources are taken from the American Association of Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities, National Center on Birth Defects and 

Developmental disabilities, the United Nations Development Program, and the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 

• These statistics may surprise you; initially they surprised us. But, more 

important than an impersonal statistic, is when someone takes the time to 

become a friend with someone with an intellectual disability, their family, and 

caregivers in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 

• Educating congregations becomes more effective as ministries with people 

with disabilities become visible in the church. The Biblical concepts and 

statistics become real people with names and families, all with a need for 

Jesus.   
 

• However, many of us don’t have an established ministry in our church or a 

personal relationship with someone with a disability. For those closer to stage 

1 than to stage 5 on the chart, the right opportunity and messaging will be 

needed to introduce them to people with disabilities. 
 

• When introducing your church to ministry with people with disabilities it is 

important to help members understand their value. If those with disabilities are 

valuable to God, they should also be valuable to your church.   
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• As the chart shows, some people may not realize this. They may feel pity for 

those with disabilities, instead of compassion. 
  

• What is the difference between pity and compassion? Pity, while usually a 

feeling of sadness and sympathy for someone in need, may not invoke a 

desire to take action, and help that person. On the other hand, compassion is 

a deep awareness of the suffering of another which is accompanied by the 

desire to help or relieve that person from the suffering. It is our hope that by 

bringing awareness to churches the importance of those with disabilities in the 

life of the Church, more church members will go from pity to compassion, and 

have the desire to get actively involved in the lives of those with disabilities, 

their families, and caregivers. 
 

• When encouraging members to get involved in disability ministry, it will be 

necessary to establish opportunities with multiple points of entry. These points 

of entry should offer varying levels of commitment to fit individual comfort 

levels.   
 

• Opportunities should range from helping with the food service for an activity or 

event, to a long-term relationship with someone with a disability or serving as 

a companion in an ongoing ministry.   
 

• The more points of entry that are available, the easier it will be for people to 

find a good match. You may want to review the episode in Topic 5 on Roles. 

Remember, your initial goal is an introduction to the ministry.    
 

• Photographs and videos will become important tools for raising awareness in 

your church. Just visit our website to see the impact photos and video can 

have when telling your story. 
 

• It will be important to find a gifted photographer for your team. This can be an 

important point of entry for a future volunteer. 
 

• Please be sure to get permission to use photographs, videos, or stories of 

anyone involved in your ministry, especially people with disabilities as they are 

considered a vulnerable population group.   
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• Indiana has strict laws regarding the use of images for a vulnerable group. 

Connection Ministries uses an application for all participants in its ministries 

that includes a photo, image, and story release. You are welcome to contact 

us for the content of our application. 
 

• Speaking before the entire congregation during a Sunday worship service is 

another effective way to educate the congregation and raise awareness for 

disability ministry.   
 

• Churches have different cultures depending on denomination, size, 

leadership, history, and other factors. They may, or may not, provide 

opportunities to highlight a specific ministry during the worship service.   
 

• Smaller congregations may be more open to a missionary or guest speaker, 

especially if the speaker is a member or missionary of the church. Some 

pastors will share their message time with a lay person as a dialog to make 

important points in their message and raise awareness for a ministry.   
 

• It can be more difficult to get this level of publicity in larger churches with 

many different ministries. For churches in central Indiana, Connection 

Ministries can provide a speaker. 
 

• Some congregations use tables or kiosks in their atriums to highlight 

ministries. Be sure to use a computer/tablet or poster board to display photos. 

Invite friends with disabilities and volunteers to join you at the table.   
 

• Be ready to share stories on how lives have been changed, for both friends 

with disabilities and volunteer companions. Have a way to collect contact 

information from the people that show an interest.    
 

• Also, be sure to take advantage of video monitors in the atrium that show the 

ministries that are available in the church. This same information may also be 

displayed in the sanctuary before service and during announcement time. 
 

• Many people search for a church by looking at websites. This can be 

especially true for families with members with disabilities. It is convenient to 

visit a website to see if the congregation is accessible and friendly towards 

people with disabilities before physically visiting the church. 
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• Use photos that demonstrate interactions and activities with friends with 

disabilities and members of the church. Communicate the vision for the 

ministry, an upcoming calendar with scheduled dates, locations, times, and 

contact information.     
 

• More congregations are using social media. When promoting a disability 

ministry, it is best to use multiple social media platforms. Find out which 

platforms are being used by your church.   
 

• Connection Ministries uses Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and Nextdoor with 

Facebook as our primary tool. Nextdoor is a neighborhood platform that you 

can use to promote your ministry in the community near your church.  
 

• Get to know the person in your church that monitors and posts to the 

congregation’s social media. Find out how you can submit posts for all the 

social media platforms, and even the website. You don’t need to be a social 

media expert; just provide the photos and information for posts to the person 

that is already doing it. 
 

• If your church does not utilize social media, find someone knowledgeable to 

help you create an account with Facebook or any of the other platforms. This 

is another potential point of entry for a volunteer. 
 

• Encourage members of your church to visit and like your page. You would be 

surprised to see how many members of your church use Facebook. A weekly 

post with pictures will keep your ministry visible with your social media friends.   

 

• Most churches still use weekly Sunday bulletins and less frequent newsletters. 

Some may use online newsletters that can be mass emailed or viewed on the 

website.   
 

• When the disability ministry is planning a special event, and church members 

are invited to attend, be sure to get an announcement in the Sunday bulletin. 

Don’t forget to also get the announcement on the atrium monitors and make 

verbal announcements during the service. 
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• The newsletter, whether it is printed or online, is a great way to share stories 

of lives being changed and communicating the vision. If you are planning a 

large event that will include friends with disabilities with other groups in the 

church, use the newsletter to invite the church to the event and communicate 

the important details.    
 

• If your church has announcements during Sunday worship, take advantage of 

it. Make sure you have photos if a projection screen is used. Limit the time 

used for an announcement to an event or meeting occurring in the next week. 
 

• Consider Thom Rainer’s blog on the trends for announcements during worship 

services; 
 

− “More church leaders do not think announcements should be a part of the worship 

services. Their churches are more likely to have announcements projected on a screen 

prior to the worship service, or not to have them at all in the worship center.” 
 

− “Large churches (700 and up in average worship attendance) are highly unlikely to have 

announcements as a part of the worship service. As noted above, they may have the 

announcements projected on a screen prior to the worship service.” 
 

− “Smaller churches (under 200 in average worship attendance) are very likely to include 

announcements as a traditional part of the worship service. Excluding them would likely 

cause some level of conflict in the church.” 
 

• As the disability ministry meets, encourage your friends with disabilities, their 

families, and caregivers to worship regularly. When they attend worship, greet 

them, and make them feel welcome. Introduce them to your friends and the 

pastors. 
 

• Encourage everyone in your group to attend special events that are scheduled 

and let them know you look forward to seeing them. If they live in a home with 

professional caregivers, you may need to call a couple times to remind the 

staff of the event.   
 

• Find ways to include other small groups in your church to visit the group for 

special events scheduled. If the ministry is having a Christmas party, invite 

other small groups to join the party. 
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• Another way to introduce other small groups to the disability ministry is for 

those groups to host a service project or a dinner for the disability ministry. 

This will allow volunteer companions to focus on their relationships with their 

friends with disabilities. This is an opportunity for the host group to have a 

one-time service project and get to see the disability ministry without making a 

longer-term commitment.   
 

• Connection Ministries helps churches with Friendship groups host Summer 

Friendship Gatherings that take place over three evenings. These Gatherings 

have abundant small group service opportunities that will introduce members 

to the ministry.   
 

• We encourage all the Friendship groups in our network to plan service 

projects. It is easy to do these service projects partnering with a second small 

group from your church.   
 

• One Friendship group used their groups weekly offering to purchase laundry 

baskets, incidentals, snacks, and fleece material for prayer blankets. Along 

with another small group, they packaged welcome baskets for a local ministry 

that provides apartments where families can stay when their children are 

hospitalized.  
 

• Together the two groups made the prayer blankets that were include with the 

basket. The groups had fun working together, relationships were formed, and 

our friends with disabilities saw their weekly offering used in a concrete way. 
 

• The ideas for educating and creating awareness for people with disabilities 

are limitless! 

 

 

                                                     https://connection-ministries.org 

 

 
 


