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PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

PARABLES OF JESUS SERIES (LUKE 10:25-37) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1. Who were the people in Jesus’ story? 
 

• There was the man beaten by robbers. There was a Jewish priest, who observed 

God’s Laws and traditions. There was a Levite, a special member of the Jewish 

people and loyal to God’s Law. And there was a Samaritan, who the Jewish 

people did not like. 

 

2. What actions did the priest and the Levite take? 
 

• They all saw the beaten man on the road. However, the priest and the Levite did 

not help the man and walked on the other side of the road. 

 

3. What did the Samaritan do for the beaten man? 
 

• The Samaritan had compassion for the man and helped him! He cleaned, 

bandaged, and treated his wounds and set the man on his own donkey. He 

brought him to a nearby inn and took care of him.  
 

• The next day when the Samaritan was leaving, he 

gave the owner of the inn two silver coins as 

payment. He instructed the inn keeper to take care 

of the beaten man. The Samaritan said he would 

repay the inn keeper for any expense when he 

returned.  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONTINUED 

  

4. In Jesus’ story, who was the neighbor to the man? 
 

• The Samaritan! 
 

• In Jesus’ time, Jewish people did not like Samaritans. They came from different 

tribes and many had married Gentiles, or non-Jewish people. Some even say 

Jews would take a longer route to get from Jerusalem to Jericho, to avoid 

Samaria.   
 

 

 

• Jesus told this parable to answer the expert in the law’s question, “who is my 

neighbor?” Who do you consider your neighbor? Is it your housemates, your 

staff, or the people you work with? 
 

• Who else could be considered your neighbor? Perhaps a cashier at your local 

grocery store, the nurse at your doctor’s office, or is it someone you don’t even 

know? 
 

• In the Bible, Mark 12:30 reads, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul. Love Him with all your mind and with all your strength.” Mark 

12:31 goes on to say, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself. There is no 

commandment more important than these.” 

 

5. What does Jesus teach us through the Good Samaritan? 
 

• It says in John 13:34 that we should love everyone as Jesus loves us. We don’t 

know if the beaten man was rich, poor, respected by the community, or a 

nobody. Jesus was making the point that it doesn’t matter who someone is, or 

where they come from; we need to love our neighbor as much as we love 

ourselves. 
 

 

• This commandment does not say “Love your next-door neighbor as you love 

yourself.” It doesn’t even say “Love the person who lives in the same 

neighborhood in the same kind of house as you.”  
 

 

• This kind of love can be uncomfortable, even risky. The priest and the Levite 

didn’t want to take the risk to be uncomfortable loving a “stranger”, so they just 

passed by.  
 

• But the Samaritan stepped out of his comfort zone. He took a risk. He walked 

while the beaten strange rode on his donkey. He paid with his own money. The 

Samaritan is an example of how to show God’s love to others.  
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PERSONAL QUESTIONS 

 

1. What are ways you can love your neighbor? 
 

• Maybe your housemate is upset because someone made fun of him at 

workshop. You can comfort him and pray together. 
 

• You can smile at the cashier working at your local grocery store and thank her for 

the work she does.  
 

• Someone you know is struggling with a personal issue. You can make notes with 

prayers and encouragement for them. 

 

2. Who in your life needs you to be a neighbor right now?  
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