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PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON, EPISODE ONE 

PARABLES OF JESUS SERIES (LUKE 15:11-32) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1. What is a parable?  
 

• A parable is a short story that uses examples which everyone can understand 

and has a special meaning. Jesus did much of His teaching through parables to 

help us learn about God and how we are to live. 

 

2. What did the younger son do after he received his inheritance?  
 

• The younger son left his home for a country far away. There he spent everything 

he had on wild living.  

 

3. What happened to the younger son once he had spent all the money?  
 

• The whole country ran low on food, and the younger son had nothing left. He 

went to work for someone who owned pigs. The son was sent into the fields to 

feed the pigs. He was so hungry that he wanted to eat the pigs’ food. But he was 

given nothing to eat. 

 

4. What did the younger son decide to do?  
 

• He decided to return to his father. The younger son 

did not believe that his father would accept him as a 

son anymore. His plan was to apologize and ask if 

his father would take him on as a hired servant. 
 

• Jesus told this parable to show the crowd (and the 

Pharisees) how much God loves sinners. The 

younger son represents the Christian who has 

fallen away from God. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONTINUED 

  

• But then something happens in the person’s life, like hard times and struggles, 

that causes him/her to turn back to God. This person faces the mistakes he/she 

has made and is very sorry.  
 

• When we are sorry for our sins, turn back to God, and ask for forgiveness, this is 

called repentance. Have you done things that you are sorry for? 
 

• Just like the younger son was sorry for his sins and decided to return to his 

father, when we do things that are wrong, we need to repent of our sins and turn 

to God for His forgiveness.   

 

5. How did the father react when the younger son came home?  
 

• The father ran to meet the younger son, threw his arms around him, and kissed 

him. He ordered his servants to put the best robe on the younger son, a ring on 

his finger and sandals on his feet, and to kill the fattest calf to celebrate his 

return. 

 

6. In Jesus’ parable, who does the father represent?  
 

• The father represents God! Just as the father joyfully ran to meet the younger 

son, God joyfully welcomes us into His family when we come to Him, repent of 

our sins, and ask for His forgiveness.  
 

• 1 John 1:8-9 says, “Suppose we claim we are without sin. Then we are fooling 

ourselves. The truth is not in us. But God is faithful and fair. If we confess our 

sins, he will forgive our sins. He will forgive every wrong thing we have done. He 

will make us pure.”  
 

• Repentance is when you are sorry for your sins, turn back to God, and ask for 

God’s forgiveness. And just like the father in Jesus’ parable did not hesitate to 

welcome his son back, God never hesitates to forgive us when we repent! 
 

• God loves us so much and wants us to be with Him always. This is why God sent 

His beloved Son Jesus to die on the cross. Sin separates us from God, but 

through Jesus’ death and resurrection we are saved. This is the best gift we have 

ever, and will ever, be given!    
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PERSONAL QUESTIONS 

 

1. Are there sins in your life that you need to repent of, and ask for God’s 

forgiveness? 

 

2. How can you keep your eyes focused on God? 
 

• Study God’s Word, pray daily, go to church and Friendship group, surround 

yourself with other believers and be in Christian community. 

 

 

 

 

                                                   https://connection-ministries.org 


