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PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON, EPISODE TWO 

PARABLES OF JESUS SERIES (LUKE 15:11-32) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

  

1. Why was the older son angry?  
 

• The older son was angry because the father joyfully welcomed home the younger 

son, after he had spent all his inheritance. The older son believed that his father 

did not care how hard he had worked over the years and had always obeyed his 

father’s orders.  
 

• You might think the older son was justified to feel angry, especially since he had 

worked hard for years and always obeyed his father. But Jesus was making an 

important point in this parable.  
 

• His message of the older son was directed at the Pharisees and teachers of the 

Law who were there listening to Him. THEY were the older son, unable to rejoice 

for the tax collectors and “sinners” who were sorry for their sins and had turned to 

God for forgiveness.  
 

• The Pharisees were blind to their own sins and 

were convinced that their good deeds and following 

the Law’s traditions would bring them salvation. But 

the ONLY way to salvation is Jesus!  
 

• He states in John 14:6; “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.” Salvation does not come from good 

works, but only by the grace of God and the blood 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

• Even though Jesus was pointing at the Pharisees 

through the older son in His parable, it is also an 

important message for us. We should not be like the Christian who cannot rejoice 

for someone who has made mistakes and then repents. We should rejoice when 

someone turns back to God. 
 

 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 



2 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONTINUED 

  

 

• When someone repents and turns to God, even if that person has done bad 

things, we as Christians should rejoice and celebrate that person when he/she 

returns to God.  
 

• Even if you have been a faithful Christian your whole life and have always 

followed God’s commands, it is important not to be angry or jealous of someone 

who has lived a bad life and comes to know God. Instead, rejoice that he/she 

who was once lost has now been found! 

 

2. How did the father respond to the older son?  
 

• The father told the older son that he was always with him, and everything the 

father had was his. Then he told the older son how important it was to celebrate 

and be glad, because his younger brother had been dead but was now alive, he 

was lost but was now found. 
 

• The father was loving to both the younger and older sons in this parable. The 

difference is seen with the sons; the younger son was sorry for his sins and 

asked for forgiveness. But the older son was blind to his own sins and quick to 

point out his brother’s sins.  
 

• Remember, the father represents God in this parable. God loves both the 

Christian who falls away and returns, and the faithful Christian. He wants 

everyone to know and love Him! 
 

• We need to not only repent of our sins and look to God, but we also need to be 

careful not to point out the sins of others while being blind to our own. Rejoice 

when someone who was lost is found by God! 

 

PERSONAL QUESTIONS 

 

1. Who are you more like, the younger son or the older son? 
 

• If you are like the younger son and have returned to God, we praise His Name! 

Strengthen your faith by studying God’s Word, praying daily, going to church and 

Friendship group, surrounding yourself with other believers and being in Christian 

community. 
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PERSONAL QUESTIONS CONTINUED 

 
 

• If you are like the older son, know that you are loved and treasured by God. Your 

faith and obedience are pleasing to Him. Ask God to help you rejoice for those 

who were lost and are now found. Find a small group or a trusted mentor to help 

you grow in your faith and recognize the importance of repentance in your life 

and pray for more to come to know the love of Jesus.  
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