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2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING 

LARGE GROUP LESSON, DAY 3 

  

• Summer Friendship Gathering events lasts three evenings and each 
evening is divided into three parts: fellowship meal, worship time with a 
large group lesson, and small group discussion. On the last evening there 
is a closing worship service, which replaces the Large Group Bible Lesson 
and Small Group Discussion time. 
 

• As you start preparing your lesson a good place to start is to pray asking 
the Holy Spirit to give you insight and direction.  

 
• You will also find an illustrated video lesson on 

the lesson from John 13:1-17; 34-35 along with 
the other Summer Friendship Gathering training 
videos. You are encouraged to watch this video 
as you plan your lesson. 

 
• The theme verse for this lesson is from John 

chapter 13, verse 35; “If you love one another, 
everyone will know you are my disciples.”   
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2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING 

LARGE GROUP LESSON, DAY 3 CONTINUED 
 

• The lesson for Day 3 teaches us that the people will never know we are 
followers of Jesus if we are not willing to love each other. Jesus’ mission is 
to find anyone who is lost and save them. He passed His mission on to His 
disciples before He ascended into heaven, and now His mission belongs to 
us. Like the disciples, we are to go and make disciples of all nations, and 
baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

 
• Jesus calls Christians to carry out His mission through the power of His 

Holy Spirit, and through the love we experience being in community with 
Jesus. How will people come to know the Jesus who sends us if we don’t 
love one another. 

 
• During His earthly ministry, Jesus showed many times how much He loved 

the disciples. The greatest way Jesus showed His love for the disciples 
(and for us!) was by dying a painful death on a cross.  

 
• In this Bible lesson we will study what it means to love each other in a 

community of believers through the story where Jesus washed His 
disciples’ feet. He then went on to say that they needed to love others just 
as He loved them. Then everyone would know that they were His disciples. 

 
• Jesus’ message to love and serve others in community was important for 

the disciples to understand. It’s an important message for us, too. As 
Christians we should never think we are better than others. Rather, we 
need to invite others into community and share God’s love with them. This 
is how we can show our love for others.  

 
• There are two main points to be made in this lesson. 
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2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING 

LARGE GROUP LESSON, DAY 3 CONTINUED 
 

• The first point is that Jesus calls Christians to carry out His mission 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and through the love we 
experience from being in community with Jesus.  

 
• Jesus told His disciples many things after washing their feet. One important 

statement He made is found in John 13:34-35. Jesus told His disciples, “I 
give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one 
another, just as I have loved you. If you love one another, everyone 
will know you are my disciples.” 

 
• The second point is it is only through Jesus’ love for us and the Holy 

Spirit in our lives that we can love others.  
 

• Throughout the Gospels we see all kinds of people being drawn to Jesus: 
broken people, sinful people, and people who were outcasts. All of them 
were loved by Jesus.  

 
• Today, there are many we can show love to others. As you teach your 

lesson, give the large group examples like praying with a housemate who is 
hurting, helping a caregiver with chores, or saying a kind word to a co-
worker at work. When we do these things and more, we are showing God’s 
love and welcoming others into our Christian communities. 

 
• As you plan out the flow of your lesson, you can choose to use, or not use 

the optional skit or object lesson. These resources can be used before your 
first telling of the story or afterwards. This is up to you.  
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2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING 

LARGE GROUP LESSON, DAY 3 CONTINUED 
 

• It is important to find more than one way to tell the story about Jesus 
washing the disciples’ feet. Visuals and illustrations will help with learning. 
Most people learn best if the lesson combines different techniques, or 
modes of learning. Remember, you have access to the PowerPoint slides 
of the story provided on the flash drive with the curriculum. 

 
• On Day 3 there are no Discussion Groups. However, you can still review 

the Large Group Lesson with the Day 3 Discussion questions found in the 
Discussion Booklets that everyone takes home. It is still important to 
include the discussion questions in your large group Bible lesson. 

 
• The first question is, what is Jesus’ mission? 

 

− The answer is, Jesus came to find anyone who is lost and save them. 
 
• The second question is, what mission did Jesus pass on to His 

disciples, and to us? 
 

− The answer is, Jesus commanded His disciples, and us, to go make disciples of 
all nations, and baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
• The third question is, why did the disciples need their feet washed? 

Who usually washed guests’ feet? 
 

− The answer is, back then everyone walked on dirt roads, some with sandals and 
others with no sandals at all. It was the lowest servant in the household who 
washed the feet of guests. 

 
• The fourth question is, why did Jesus wash the disciples’ feet? 

 

− The answer is, there was no servant in the room where Jesus and the disciples 
were eating. It is likely none of the disciples wanted to lower himself and wash the 
other disciples’ dirty feet. Jesus wanted to teach His disciples how to humble 
themselves and love one another. 
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          2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING 
LARGE GROUP LESSON, DAY 3 CONTINUED 

 

 

• The fifth question is, what new command did Jesus give His disciples, 
and us, and why is it important? 

 

− The answer is, “I give you a new command. Love one another. You must 
love one another, just as I have loved you. If you love one another, everyone 
will know you are my disciples.” John 13:34-35, NIRV. Our love for others will 
draw people to Jesus, and we bear fruit! 

 
• Be sure to incorporate these Day 3 Discussion Questions into the Large 

Group Bible Lesson. It is better to reinforce the main points with our adult 
friends to help with reviewing the large lesson. 
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