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2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING THEME OVERVIEW 

“REIMAGINE COMMUNITY”  

  

• Last summer our theme was “Holy Spirit – The Flame Within Me” which 

taught us how the Holy Spirit works in our lives. We looked at stories from 

the Book of Acts and talked about how the Holy Spirit was sent as a Helper 

to the disciples. It was through the power of the Holy Spirit that the early 

Church began to grow. 

 

• Now that we know the Holy Spirit lives as the eternal flame in our hearts, 

what comes next? As Christians, it is not good for us to be alone. God 

created us to gather together in prayer, study of His Word, and fellowship. 

This is called Christian community.  

 

• The theme for this summer’s Gathering is 

“Reimagine Community,” where we will look at 

the Biblical blueprint for Christian community.  

 

• On the first evening of the Gathering we will 

discuss what it means to belong in community. 

We will study the book of Ruth, chapters 1-2 and 

learn about Ruth’s commitment to her mother-in-

law Naomi.  

 

 

 

 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
 



2 
 

2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING THEME OVERVIEW 

“REIMAGINE COMMUNITY” CONTINUED  

  

• After Naomi’s husband and two sons had died, she prepared to leave the 

country of Moab where she had been living and return to her homeland of 

Judah, to Bethlehem. Her daughter-in-law Ruth, now a widow, insisted on 

going back with her.  

 

• When Naomi tried to convince her to return to her home in Moab, Ruth 

vowed to go wherever Naomi went, and even to die alongside her. Naomi 

was part of Ruth’s community, and she would not leave her.  

 

• When they returned together to Bethlehem, God blessed Ruth’s 

commitment through her meeting Boaz, a close family member from 

Naomi’s husband’s side. Ruth and Boaz married and had a son called 

Obed, and it was through their family line that Jesus Christ was born many 

years later! 

 

• On the second evening we will discuss how we grow in community through 

the lesson Jesus taught in the Gospel of John, chapter 15 using the 

example of the vine and the branches. Just like branches need to stay 

connected to the larger trunk of the tree to produce good fruit, we need to 

remain connected to Jesus to grow in our faith.  

 

• Jesus provides us with spiritual nourishment through the Holy Spirit when 

we pray, worship, study God’s Word, serve, and fellowship, in Christian 

Community. In Community, we produce good fruit by sharing God’s love 

with others! 

 

• The last evening of the Gathering will be a bit different than the previous 

year’s Gatherings. Instead of having a large group lesson time, this lesson 

will be taught as the message during the closing worship service. 
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2022 SUMMER FRIENDSHIP GATHERING THEME OVERVIEW 

                    “REIMAGINE COMMUNITY” CONTINUED  

 

• In this message we will look at how we love on another in community. 

Jesus demonstrated love for His disciples (and us) by washing their feet. 

This story is found in the Gospel of John, chapter 13.  

 

• It was just before the Passover Feast, and Jesus knew that God had given 

Him all authority. The time for Him to die on the cross for our sins was 

drawing near. The disciple’s feet were dirty and there was no servant to 

wash them. Not one of the disciples would do it, either.  

 

• Jesus was the Son of God, but He humbled Himself and took on the lowest 

servant role to set an example for His disciples (and for us.)  

 

• Then He explained to His disciples that they must love one another, just as 

He loved them. Jesus’ command also applies to us. When we love one 

another as Jesus loves us, others will know that we are Christians!  

 

• If you will be teaching one of these large group Bible lessons or 

participating in one of the discussion groups, there are additional videos 

that go deeper into the curriculum to help you plan both large and small 

group lessons. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://connection-ministries.org 

 


