
 

 

 

LARGE GROUP           

Leader’s Guide 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 

WE BELONG IN 

COMMUNITY 

Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 1-2) 
 

Lesson Objectives:  

1. God intends us to be in 

community, and it is vital 

that we come together in 

fellowship, prayer, and 

study of the Word. 

2. Jesus is at the center of 

all Christian community, 

large or small. 

3. God created us to       

belong in community, and 

to share that fellowship 

with others. 

 

Daily Bible Verse: 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

(NIRV) 

WE GROW IN    

COMMUNITY 

  The Vine and the 

Branches (John 15:1-17) 
 

Lesson Objectives:  

1. Our spiritual growth   

depends on remaining in 

community, where we 

study God’s Word, pray 

together, and fellowship 

together. 

2. It is in community where 

we stay connected to God. 

3. It is only through God’s 

love and power given to us 

through the Holy Spirit 

that we can love others as 

Jesus loves us. 
 
 

Daily Bible Verse: 
 

      John 15:5 (NIRV)   

WE LOVE IN      

COMMUNITY 

(this lesson is taught during 
the Day 3 worship service) 

 

Jesus Washes Disciples’ 

Feet (John 13:1-17; 34-35) 
 

 

Lesson Objectives:  

1. Jesus calls Christians to 

carry out His mission 

through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, and through 

the love we experience 

being in community with 

Jesus. 

2. It is only through Jesus’ 

love for us and the Holy 

Spirit in our lives that we 

can love other people. 

 
 

Daily Bible Verse: 
 

John 13:35 (NIRV) 

The theme for this year’s Summer Friendship Gatherings (SFG) is “REIMAGINE               

COMMUNITY”.  John 13:34-35 states, “I give you a new command. Love one another. You 

must love one another, just as I have loved you. If you love one another, everyone will 

know you are my disciples.” 

This week, we will be studying the importance of Christian community in our lives. The 

adult friends, volunteers, families and direct support staff will learn about belonging in 

community through the story of Naomi and Ruth. The second day will focus on growing in 

community through learning that Jesus is the source of all Christian community. Day 3 will 

look at loving in community through the story of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet. It is only 

through Jesus’ love and the Holy Spirit in our lives that we can share love with others, and 

come together in community. 

As the Large Group Leader, it will be important to emphasize the        

following key points during the three-day study: 



 

 

To be properly prepared to          

lead the large group lesson 

please read through this guide, 

watch the Large Group Leader 

video by following this link   

https://connection-ministries.org/summer

-friendship-gathering-training/ and 

study these Biblical passages   

prior to the event:         

 

 
Day 1 

 

WE BELONG IN COMMUNITY 
 

Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 1-2) 
 

Day 2 

WE GROW IN COMMUNITY 

The Vine and the Branches (John 15:1-17) 
 

Day 3 

WE LOVE IN COMMUNITY 

Jesus Washes Disciples’ Feet (John 13:1-17; 34-35) 

In each day’s outline, you will find 4 sections: Daily Bible 

Verse, Lesson Objectives, Background Information, and Bible 

Lesson Outline. These will help you leading the large group.                                                   

When asking an adult friend a question, take a moment to 

wait for his/her response. Those with disabilities sometimes 

need a moment to process the question, and to formulate their 

answer. If he/she does not respond after a minute, ask the 

question again or rephrase it.  

 

Connect the Bible lesson to a real-life situation. This helps  

everyone relate the Bible lesson to their lives. And whenever 

possible, tie the large group lesson back to the importance of 

having Christian community in our lives. 

It is vital for the Bible lesson to actively engage the adult 

friends, as this encourages further learning. Here are some 

ideas to use in teaching the large group lesson: 

HELPFUL HINTS 

BE PREPARED! 

 

ENCOURAGE 

PARTICIPATION 

REVIEW EACH 

DAY’S OUTLINE 

CONNECT THE  

BIBLE LESSON  

TO REAL LIFE 

WAIT PATIENTLY  

FOR A RESPONSE 

Skits, Props and Costumes:  Engage the large group through the use of skits,         

costumes, and/or having a guest visitor. It is important to use a friend who is a good 

reader or volunteer to read skits.  

Songs:  Worship and interactive songs related to that day’s Bible lesson. 
 

Biblical Character:  A volunteer can play a Bible character from that day’s lesson.  

Ask Lots of Questions:  The Large Group Bible teacher should ask questions      

throughout the lesson, to engage the group. 
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DAY 1  
 

WE BELONG IN COMMUNITY 

Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 1-2) 

DAILY BIBLE VERSE 

LESSON                    

OBJECTIVES 

BACKGROUND         

INFORMATION 

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 

“Two people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they 

do. Suppose either of them falls down. Then the one can help the other one 

up. But suppose a person falls down and doesn’t have anyone to help them up. 

Then feel sorry for that person!” Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIRV) 

 

 

    1. God intends us to be in community, and it is vital that 

    we come together in fellowship, prayer, and study of the 

    Word. 

    2. Jesus is at the center of all Christian community, large 

    or small. 

                                             3. God created us to belong in community, and to share 

                                              that fellowship with others. 
 

• SFG “Day 1” PowerPoint slides 

• Open front costumes for 3-4 people 

• Small basket of corn kernels (to demonstrate gleaning) 

• Object Lessons (see video note pages) 

• 3 people to play in the Skit 

 

 

 
 

God created us for community with other believers. He made the first woman, Eve, to be a 

companion for the first man, Adam. He brought the nation of Israel out of Egypt as a      

community. And many years later, God’s own Son called disciples to                                      

follow Him as a community. 

SUGGESTED 

PROPS/        

TEACHING AIDS             
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Some Christian communities can be very large, such as a thriving church, or very small, like 

two believers praying together. 1 John 1:7 reads, “Suppose we walk in the light, just as He 

[God] is in the light. Then we share life with one another. And the blood of Jesus, His Son, 

makes us pure from all sin.” Whether big or small, God intends us to be in community, and 

it is vital that we come together in fellowship, prayer, and study of the Word. 

We need to experience Christian love and fellowship, prayer, a place of belonging, and a 

place to share our gifts. 
 

 

I.   Introduction: Skit. 

Characters: George, Jan, Steven 

Props: Bible and chair 

George is sitting in a chair looking at a Bible. He seems to be struggling. Jan and 

Steven walk up to him.  

Jan: Hi! What’s your name? 

George: (looks up from Bible) Hi. My name is George. 

Jan: I’m Jan, and this is Steven. What are you reading? 

George: I’m trying to read my family’s Bible but I can’t understand it. These verses 

say that two people are better than one. If one falls down the other can help them 

up. But if someone falls down and has no one to help them up, then you should feel 

sorry for that person. What does that mean? 

Steven: Well George, it means that we shouldn’t be alone. God made us to be in 

community together. So if someone is struggling, others can help them. This is what 

Christian community is all about: loving each other, growing in faith together, and 

welcoming others. 

George: I’ve never been in a Christian community before. Do I need to do anything 

special to join? 

Jan: Just have a willing heart! God loves you, and wants you to be in community with 

Him and other believers. Steven and I are part of a Christian  community, it’s called 

Friendship group. Every week we get together to learn about God,                             

and fellowship together.             

BACKGROUND                    

INFORMATION CONTINUED 

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 
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BIBLE LESSON        

OUTLINE 

 

 

 

In fact, we are on our way to Friendship group right now. Would you like to come? 

George: Yes, that sounds great! Can I bring my Bible? 

Steven: Of course! We study the Bible every week at Friendship group and talk about 

what God is sharing with us. That’s another reason why Christian community is so  

important. We read the Bible together as a community, and don’t have to struggle 

alone. 

George: I want to know more about what the Bible says, but it’s hard understanding 

it on my own. Having a Christian community to help me would be wonderful! 

Jan: It sure is! C’mon, let’s go! 

(George, Jan and Steven walk offstage) 

 

 

 

 

A.  Review the Skit. 

1. What was George struggling to do in the skit? (He was struggling to read the 

Bible on his own). 

2. What did Jan and Steven invite him to do? (They invited George to come to 

Friendship group with them to learn about the Bible and be in community). 

3. We are not meant to be alone. God made us to be in Christian community. In 

community we love each other, grow in our faith, study the Bible, and pray     

together. We also rejoice in each other’s triumphs, and help each other in  

struggles. (Day 1 Power Point, slide 3) 

4. The Bible passage that George was studying in the skit comes from the book 

of Ecclesiastes. It talks about the importance of community. It says, “Two 

people are better than one. They can help each other in everything they 

do. Suppose either of them falls down. Then the one can help the other 

one up. But suppose a person falls down and doesn’t have 

anyone to help them up. Then feel sorry for that person!” 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIRV) 

SECTION ONE 

CONTINUED 

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 
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5. Are we a Christian community at the Gathering? (Yes!) 

6.   Some Christian communities can be very large, such as a thriving church, or very 

small, like two believers praying together. 1 John 1:7 reads, “Suppose we walk in 

the light, just as He [God] is in the light. Then we share life with one another. And 

the blood of Jesus, His Son, makes us pure from all sin.” God created us to belong 

in community, to worship, pray, study God’s Word, fellowship and serve           

together. 

(Day 1 Power Point, slide 4) 

7.  This week we are going to learn about the importance of Christian community, 

and how Jesus is at the center of all community, large or small. (Day 1 Power 

Point, slide 5) 

 

II.   Naomi and Ruth (Ruth 1-2). 
 

A.  Naomi Loses Her Family (Ruth 1:1-5) 

1.  An example of what it means to belong in community is found in the Book of 

Ruth, chapters 1-2. There was not enough food in the land of Judah. Naomi, her 

husband and their two sons left Bethlehem and traveled to the country of Moab. 

(Day 1 Power Point, slide 6) 

2.   While in Moab, Naomi’s husband died. Her sons married women from Moab 

named Orpah and Ruth, and they lived in Moab for about ten years. Then her 

two sons died. Naomi was left without her husband and two sons.                     

(Day 1 Power Point, slide 7) 
 

B.  Naomi Tells Ruth and Orpah to Stay in Moab (Ruth 1:6-13) 

1. Naomi heard the Lord was again providing food for the people of     Judah. So, 

Naomi and her two daughters-in-law prepared to go back to Naomi’s home in 

Bethlehem. (Day 1 Power Point, slide 8) 

2. Naomi said to Orpah and Ruth. “Both of you go back. Each of 

you go to your own mother’s home. You were kind to your hus-

bands, who have died and me. May the Lord be kind to 

you and help each of you find another husband.” 

BIBLE LESSON 

OUTLINE CONTINUED 

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 
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 SECTION TWO 

CONTINUED 

 

 

 

3.  Naomi kissed them goodbye. They broke down and wept loudly. They said to her, 

“We’ll go back to your people with you.” (Day 1 Power Point, slide 9) 

4.  But Naomi said, “Go home, my daughters. Why would you want to come with 

me? The Lord’s power has turned against me!”  

C.  Ruth Stays with Naomi  (Ruth 1:14-18) 

1. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye. But Ruth held on to her. “Look,” said 

Naomi. “Your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. Go back with 

her.”  (Day 1 Power Point, slide 10)                                                                                 

2. But Ruth replied, “Where you go, I’ll go. Where you stay, I’ll stay. Your people will 

be my people. Your God will be my God. Where you die, I’ll die. And there my 

body will be buried. I won’t let even death separate you from me.” Naomi          

realized that Ruth had made up her mind to go with her. So, she stopped trying 

to make her go back. (Day 1 Power Point, slide 11) 

3. Talk about commitment! Ruth was taking a risk leaving her family and gods and 

going to a strange land as a young widow. But she was committed to Naomi, and 

willingly sacrificed her future to follow her back to Bethlehem. Ruth left her    

family behind and joined in community with Naomi. (Day 1 Power Point, slide 12) 

D. Naomi and Ruth Return to Bethlehem (Ruth 1:19-2:23) 

1. Naomi and Ruth arrived in Bethlehem when people were beginning to harvest 

the barley. Ruth said to Naomi, “Let me go out in the fields. I’ll pick up the grain 

that has been left by the harvesters.”       

2. Ruth entered a field and began to pick up the grain left behind. As it turned out, 

she was working in a field that belonged to Boaz, who was a relative from        

Naomi’s husband’s family. (Day 1 Power Point, slides 13 & 14)   

3. Boaz noticed Ruth. He asked the man in charge of his workers, “Who does that 

young woman belong to?” The man replied, “She’s from Moab. She came back 

with Naomi. She asked if she could pick up the grain the har-

vesters left  behind.” (Day 1 Power Point, slide 15) 

     LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 



6 

  

                                                                 

 

4. Boaz went over to Ruth. He said, “Dear woman, listen to me. Don’t pick up grain 

in any other field. Stay here with the women who work for me. Walk behind the 

women who are gathering it. Pick up the grain that is left. I’ve told the men not 

to bother you. When you are thirsty, go and get a drink. Take water from the jars 

the men have filled.” (Day 1 Power Point, slide 16) 

5. Why was Ruth picking up grain? Because this was food for her and Naomi.         

Remember, neither of them had husbands to provide for them. They were on 

their own to find their own food. Ruth was careful to pick up only the leftover 

grain left behind the workers. This is called gleaning.  

5.  When Ruth saw Boaz’s kindness, she bowed down. She asked him, “Why are you 

being so kind to me?” Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about you. I’ve heard 

about everything you have done for your mother-in-law since your husband died. 

I know that you left your country. May the Lord bless you richly.                        

(Day 1 Power Point, slides 17 & 18) 

6.  Boaz owned the field and could have run Ruth off his land, especially since she 

was a foreigner. Instead, he showed kindness because he was impressed with her 

dedication to Naomi. 

7.  Ruth picked up the grain in the field until evening. Then she carried it back home 

to Naomi. She saw how much Ruth had gathered and asked her where she picked 

up grain. She said, “May the man who noticed you be blessed!” (Day 1 Power 

Point, slide 19) 

8.  Ruth told Naomi that she worked for Boaz.” 

9. Naomi replied “May the Lord bless him! He is a close relative of ours. He’s one of 

our family protectors.” (Day 1 Power Point, slide 20) 

 

 

 

 

 LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 

SECTION TWO 

CONTINUED 
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E.  Ruth and Boaz Marry (Ruth 4) 

1. We read later on in Ruth chapter 4 how God blessed Ruth through her marriage 

to Boaz. They had a son and called him Obed. Obed became the grandfather of 

Kind David, and  from King David’s family line Jesus would be born!                  

(Day 1 Power Point, slide 21) 

2. God opened Ruth’s heart to remain committed to her mother-in-law Naomi. 

Ruth left her family and her customs behind and chose to belong in community 

with Naomi and the one true God. God worked through Ruth, and she became 

part of the direct family line leading to Jesus Christ. 

3. Talk about commitment! Ruth was taking a risk leaving her family and gods and 

going to a strange land as a young widow. But she was committed to Naomi, and 

willingly sacrificed her future to follow her back to Bethlehem. Ruth left her    

family behind and joined in community with Naomi. 
 

III.  Conclusion. 

A. Jesus is at the center of all Christian community, large or small.  

1. Just as God worked through the community of Naomi and Ruth, He works 

through us in our Christian communities through Christ.  

B.  God created us to belong in community, and share fellowship with others. 

1. Think about a Christian community you belong to, whether it be your Friendship 

group, your church, or another small group.  

2. Who can you invite to belong in your community today?                                       

(Day 1 Power Point, slide 22) 

 

 

 

 

 

God, thank you for the Christian communities you bless us with.                            

Help us to invite others to belong in our community, so they can 

know your great love. Amen. 

CLOSING GROUP 

PRAYER             

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 1 

SECTION TWO 

CONTINUED 
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LESSON                    

OBJECTIVES 

“I am the vine. You are the branches. If you remain joined to me, and I to you, 

you will bear a lot of fruit. You can’t do anything without me.” John 15:5 (NIRV) 

 

 

    1. Our spiritual growth depends on remaining in            

    community, where we study God’s Word, pray together, 

    and fellowship together. 

    2. It is in community where we stay connected to God. 
 

    3. It is only through God’s love and power given to us  

    through the Holy Spirit that we can love others as Jesus 

    loves us. 
 

• SFG “Day 2” PowerPoint slides 

• Prop vine and branches, tomato and apple 

• Object Lessons (see video note pages) 

• 3 people to play in the Skit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12, the image of a Body is used to describe the Church with Jesus Christ as 

the head. As parts of Christ’s Body, God gives each of us different spiritual gifts. By          

ourselves we can do nothing. When we are connected in community as parts of the Body of 

Christ, God can do wonderful things through us! It is through our relationships with each 

other and with Jesus Christ as our head that we grow in faith and produce                         

fruit for God. 

 

DAY 2  
 

WE GROW IN COMMUNITY 

The Vine and the Branches (John 15:1-17) 

DAILY BIBLE VERSE 

SUGGESTED 

PROPS/         

TEACHING AIDS             

BACKGROUND         

INFORMATION 

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 2 
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BIBLE LESSON        

OUTLINE 

A.  Review the Day 1 Lesson. 

1. Yesterday we learned about belonging in community, through the story of      

Naomi and Ruth. Do you remember what Ruth did? (She left her family in Moab 

and went back with Naomi to Bethlehem.) 

2. What did Ruth leave her family and go with her mother-in-law Naomi? (She 

loved Naomi and was willing to give up her future in Moab to be with her.) 

3. God opened Ruth’s heart to remain committed to Naomi. Ruth left her family 

and her customs behind and chose to belong in community with Naomi and the 

one true God. She married Boaz and they had a son called Obed. Ruth became 

part of the direct family line leading to Jesus Christ. 

4. Jesus is at the center of all Christian community, large or small. Just as God 

worked through the community of Naomi and Ruth, He works through us in our 

Christian communities through Christ. (Day 2 Power Point, slide 2) 

B.  Day 2—Growing in Community. 

1. Have you ever seen a garden with fresh tomatoes, or a tree filled with apples? 

(Hold up tomato and apple.) It’s amazing to think how tomato plants and fruit 

trees start from a seed that was planted in the ground. With water, good soil, 

and lots of sunshine, those tiny seeds grew into the delicious foods we enjoy. 

(Day 2 Power Point, slide 4) 

2. What would happen to the branch of an apple tree if the branch was cut off the 

larger trunk of the tree? Would the branch produce any apples? Would           

tomatoes grow on a branch that was cut away from the tomato plant? (Day 2 

Power Point, slide 5) 

3. As Christians it’s important that we also grow, not just physically but in our faith. 

Our spiritual food and water come from our connection with Jesus Christ, and 

each other. Our spiritual growth depends on remaining in community, where we 

study God’s Word together, pray together, hold each other accountable, and 

fellowship together. It is in community where we stay connected to God.       

(Day 2 Power Point, slides 6 & 7) 

 
LARGE GROUP 

DAY 2 
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I.   The Vine and the Branches (John 15:1-11). 

1.  Jesus talked to His disciples about the importance of staying connected to Him 

and to each other in John chapter 15:1-17. It was right before Jesus was going to 

be arrested and crucified.  

2.  Jesus told His disciples, “I am the true vine. My Father is the gardener. He cuts off 

every branch joined to me that does not bear fruit. He trims every branch that 

does bear fruit. Then it will bear even more fruit. You are already clean because 

of the word I have spoken to you. Remain joined to me, just as I also remain 

joined to you. No branch can bear fruit by itself. It must remain joined to the 

vine. In the same way, you can’t bear fruit unless you remain joined to 

me.”  (Day 2 Power Point, slides 8 & 9)  

3. You might be wondering what all this talk about vines and branches mean. Jesus 

many times taught by using what’s called parables. A parable is a story with a 

special meaning.  

4. Remember earlier when we talked about tomatoes and apples? What happens 

when a branch or vine is cut off from the larger trunk that it grows on? Could it 

grow any tomatoes or apples? No! Vines and branches need to be connected to 

the larger trunk of an apple tree or a tomato plant in order to grow these fruits. 

This is because the large trunk supplies the branches with water and nutrients, 

which are needed to grow fruit. Without these things, they will wither and die. 

5. In His talk with the disciples, Jesus is saying that He is the true vine and God the   

Father is the gardener. God cuts off any branches that do not produce fruit. He 

trims branches that do bear fruit so that they will make even more fruit.  

6. We are like the branches connected to Jesus, the true vine. When we read the 

Bible, pray daily, and live in Christian community God “trims” us, or grows us in 

our faith, so that we can bear fruit by loving others and telling them about Jesus. 

But when we are not connected to Jesus, we don’t grow in our faith. God did not 

create human beings to be alone. A Christian without community suffers. This is 

why it is so   important to be in community, and grow in our faith together. This 

is also why it’s important to invite others into community, 

so they can become connected to Jesus and grow, as well.  
LARGE GROUP 

DAY 2 

BIBLE LESSON  

OUTLINE CONTINUED 
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7.  Jesus went on to say this; “I am the vine. You are the branches. If you remain 

joined to me, and I to you, you will bear a lot of fruit. You can’t do anything   

without me. If you don’t remain joined to me, you are like a branch that is 

thrown away and dries up. Branches like those are picked up. They are thrown 

into the fire and burned.  When you bear a lot of fruit, it brings glory to my       

Father. It shows that you are my disciples.” What does it mean for a Christian to 

bear fruit? (Day 2 Power Point, slide 10) 

8.  “Just as the Father has loved me, I have loved you. If you obey my commands, 

you will remain in my love. In the same way, I have obeyed my Father’s          

commands and remain in His love. I have told you this so that you will have the 

same joy that I have. I also want your joy to be complete.”  

9.  It is only through Jesus’ love for us and for the Father that we can have that same 

relationship with God. Before Jesus came, we were separated by sin from God. 

But because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He took on our sins upon Himself 

and restored us back to God. Our joy in God is made complete by Jesus! 

 

II.   The Vine and the Branches (John 15:12-17). 

1.  Jesus then told His disciples; “Here is my command. Love one another, just as I 

have loved you. No one has greater love than the one who gives their life for 

their friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I have told you     

everything I learned from my Father.” (Day 2 Power Point, slide 11) 

2.  “You did not choose me. Instead, I chose you. I appointed you so that the Father 

will give you what you ask for. He will give you whatever you ask for in my name. 

Here is my command. Love one another.”  

3. In 1 Corinthians chapter 12, the image of the Body is used to describe the Church 

with Jesus Christ as the head. As parts of Christ’s Body, God gives each of us     

different spiritual gifts. By ourselves we can do nothing. A hand by itself can’t do 

anything. But a hand that is connected to an arm, that is connected to a       

shoulder, and is connected to a head, can do many things!                                  

(Day 2 Power Point, slide 12) 

 LARGE GROUP 

DAY 2 

SECTION ONE 

CONTINUED 
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4. When we are connected in community as parts of the Body of Christ, God can do 

wonderful things through us! It is through our relationships with each other and 

with Jesus Christ as our head that we grow in faith and produce fruit for God. 

(Day 2 Power Point, slide 13) 

5. Jesus went on to tell His disciples that for them to stay connected to Him they 

needed to obey His commands. His command is that we love each other in the 

same way Jesus loves us. Jesus’ love for us and our love for each other is what 

keeps us connected with Jesus, as well as growing and living fruitful lives. 

6. In 1 John 4:19 it says, “We love because He [God] first loved us.” Just like a        

tomato plant or an apple tree needs to stay connected to the larger trunk to 

grow, we need to remain spiritually connected to Jesus to grow in our faith and 

bear fruit. It is only through God’s love and power given to us through His Holy 

Spirit that we can love others as Jesus loves us. (Day 2 Power Point, slides 14 & 15) 

7. Remember the skit yesterday, with George, Jan and Steven? I think they are back 

tonight, let’s see what they are up to! 
 

III.   Skit. 

Characters: George, Jan, Steven 

Props: 3 chairs 

George, Jan and Steven are sitting by each other. They are in Friendship group.  

George and Steven look happy, but Jan looks discouraged.  

George: That was a good Bible lesson about the vine and the branches! I’m really 

glad you guys invited me to Friendship group! 

Steven: I’m glad you decided to come with us, George. Right, Jan? (looks at Jan,      

notices she is upset). Jan, what’s wrong? 

Jan: (Sighs) I’m glad you’re here too, George. I just wish my housemate Betty would 

come to Friendship group. I’ve tried everything to get her to come, but she won't. I 

don’t know what I’m doing wrong.  

Steven: Hmm, have you tried praying for the Holy Spirit to give you                            

the words to say, and to work in Betty’s heart? 

SECTION TWO 

CONTINUED 

LARGE GROUP 

DAY 2 
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CLOSING GROUP 

PRAYER             

 

 

 

Jan: Well, no...Betty has always listened to me before, and I thought that I could   

convince her on my own. Why would I need to pray to God about that? 

George: Jan, when you and Steven invited me to Friendship group, it wasn’t just what 

you said. I know that the Holy Spirit was moving my heart to join a community, and 

learn more about the Bible. Remember what we just learned in the lesson? We need 

to be connected to Jesus to bear fruit, and share His love with others. When we try to 

do things on our own, we don’t bear fruit. But when we are connected to Jesus, He 

will do many things through us! 

          Jan: So do you think I should pray for God to help me bear fruit, and work in      

Betty’s heart? 

Steven: Absolutely! George and I will pray with you. (The three friends hold hands 

and bow their heads). Jesus, please help Jan to share your love with her housemate 

Betty. Work in Betty’s heart and please bring her into community with us. Amen. 

          Jan: Thanks, guys! You’re right, I should stay connected with Jesus and not do things 

on my own. I’ll talk to Betty tonight about Friendship group, and make sure to pray to 

God first! (The three friends walk offstage). 
 

IV.  Conclusion. 

A. Our spiritual growth depends on remaining in community, where we study God’s 

Word, pray together, and fellowship together. It is in community where we stay 

connected to God. 

B.  It is only through God’s love and power given to us through the Holy Spirit that we 

can love others as Jesus loves us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God, help us to remain always connected to you. Without you, we can do nothing on our 

own. Fill us with your Holy Spirit to bear good fruit, and share your love with others. 

Amen. 
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“If you love one another, everyone will know you are my disciples.”              

John 13:35 (NIRV)  

 

 

 1. Jesus calls Christians to carry out His mission through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, and through the love we     

experience being in community with Jesus. 

2. It is only through Jesus’ love for us and the Holy Spirit in 

    our lives that we can love other people. 
 

• SFG “Day 3” PowerPoint slides 

• Open front costumes for 3-5 people 

• Basin with water, towel 

• Object Lessons (see video note pages) 

• 3 people to play in the Skit 

 

 

 
 

The lesson today sums up the entire week. God intends us to not only belong and grow in 

community, but to love in community. This is based off John 15:12, where Jesus commands 

His disciples (and us) to love one another, just as He loves us. Jesus showed His love for the 

disciples many times over the course of His three-year ministry. In today’s lesson we see 

Jesus displaying that love through humbling Himself and washing the disciples’                

feet. This was the precursor to the ultimate display of Jesus’ love 

and humility for the world through dying on the cross and being the   
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sacrificial Lamb in order to restore our relationship with God. Jesus now commands us to 

follow His example and love others as He loves us. This means humbling ourselves and    

inviting others into Christian community. It is only through Jesus’ love for us and the Holy 

Spirit in our lives that we can love other people.  

 

 

 

A.  Review the Days 1 & 2 Lessons. 

1. On Day 1 we learned about belonging in community, through the story of       

Naomi and Ruth. God opened Ruth’s heart to remain committed to Naomi. She 

left her family and her customs behind and chose to belong in community with 

Naomi and the one true God. She married Boaz and they had a son called Obed. 

Ruth became part of the direct family line leading to Jesus Christ. 

2. Jesus is at the center of all Christian community, large or small. Just as 

God worked through the community of Naomi and Ruth, He works through us in 

our Christian communities through Christ. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 2) 

3. Yesterday we learned about growing in community, through Jesus’ parable (a 

story with a special meaning) about the vine and the branches.  

4. As Christians it’s important that we grow not just physically but in our faith. Our 

spiritual food and water come from our connection with Jesus Christ, and each 

other. Our spiritual growth depends on remaining in community, where we 

study God’s Word together, pray together, hold each other accountable, and              

fellowship together. It is in community where we stay connected to God. 

5. It is only through God’s love and power given to us through the Holy  

Spirit that we can love others as Jesus loves us. 

B.  Day 3—Loving in Community. 

1.   This week we have talked about belonging and growing in community. Most of 

all, we need to be loving in community. Yesterday’s lesson taught us                

that Jesus commands us to love one another, just as He 

loved us (John 15:12). (Day 3 Power Point, slide 4) 
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2. Jesus’ mission is to find anyone who is lost and save them. He passed His mission 

on to His disciples before He ascended into heaven. They were to go and make 

disciples of all nations and baptize them (Matthew 28:19). This mission is also 

meant for us. Jesus calls Christians to carry out His mission through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, and through the love we experience being in community with   

Jesus. (Day 3 Power Point, slides 5 & 6) 

3. Jesus spent three years forming community with His disciples. After He had gone 

into heaven the Holy Spirit came and gave the disciples the boldness to bring 

more believers into that community. They did this by showing everyone the 

same love Jesus showed them. This is how the early Church began. 

 

I.   Jesus Washes Disciples’ Feet (John 13:1-11). 

1.  During His ministry on earth, Jesus showed many times how much He loved the 

disciples. The greatest way that Jesus showed His love for the disciples (and for 

us!) was by dying a painful death on the cross. Right before He was to be          

arrested, Jesus showed another way He loved the disciples. This was a teaching 

moment for them, to show how they needed to love others as Jesus loved them. 

This story is found in John 13:1-17. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 7) 

2.  It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for Him 

to leave this world. Jesus loved His disciples, so He now loved them to the very 

end. They were having their evening meal. So, He got up from the meal and took 

off His outer clothes. He wrapped a towel around His waist. He poured water in-

to a large bowl. Then He began to wash His disciples’ feet. He dried them with 

the towel that was wrapped around Him. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 8)  

3. Jesus came to Simon Peter. “Lord,” Peter said to Him, “are you going to wash my 

feet?” Jesus replied, “You don’t realize now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.” “No,” Peter said. “You will never wash my feet.” (Day 3 Power 

Point, slide 9) 
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4.  Why was Peter upset? Back in Jesus’ time everyone traveled on dirt roads     

wearing sandals, and some didn’t even have sandals. This made people’s feet 

very filthy. It was the lowest servant in the household who washed the feet of 

guests. But, there was no servant in the room where Jesus and the disciples were 

eating. And it’s likely none of the disciples wanted to lower himself and wash the 

others’ dirty feet. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 10) 

5. Jesus was their Teacher, and He wanted to teach His disciples how to humble 

themselves and love one another. So, He took on the lowest servant role of 

washing the disciples’ feet. This was why Peter was horrified that Jesus was going 

to wash His feet. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 11) 

6. Jesus answered Peter, “Unless I wash you, you can’t share life with me.” “Lord,” 

Peter replied, “then not just my feet! Wash my hands and my head, too!” 

7. Jesus answered, “People who have had a bath need to wash only their feet. The 

rest of their body is clean. And you are clean. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 12) 

 

II.   Jesus Washes Disciples’ Feet (John 13:12-17). 

1.  When Jesus finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes. Then He returned 

to His place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. 

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ You are right. That is what I am. I, your Teacher 

and Lord, have washed your feet. So, you also should wash one another’s feet. I 

have given you an example. You should do as I have done for you. What I’m 

about to tell you is true. A slave is not more important than his master. And a 

messenger is not more important than the one who sends him. Now you know 

these things. So, you will be blessed if you do them.” (Day 3 Power Point, slide 13) 

2.  Jesus’ message to love and serve others in community was important for the   

disciples to understand. It’s an important message for us, too. As Christians we 

should never think we are better than others. Rather, we need to invite others 

into community and share God’s love with them. This is how we                          

can love and serve others. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 14)  
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3. Jesus told His disciples many other things after washing their feet. One important 

statement He made is found in John 13:34-35. Jesus told His disciples, “I give you 

a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I have 

loved you. If you love one another, everyone will know you are my                     

disciples.” (Day 3 Power Point, slide 15) 

4. This is the second time this week we heard this same command to love one     

another. It must be an important lesson for us! It is only through Jesus’ love for 

us and the Holy Spirit in our lives that we can love and serve other people. 

5. Throughout the Gospels we see all kinds of people being drawn to Jesus: broken 

people, sinful people, and people who were outcasts. All of them were loved by 

Jesus. Today, people will be drawn to Jesus by our love. This is how we bear fruit! 

(Day 3 Power Point, slide 16)  

6. There are many we can show love to others: praying with a housemate who is 

hurting, helping a caregiver with chores, saying a kind word to a co-worker at 

work. When we do these things and more, we are showing God’s love and      

welcoming others into our Christian communities. (Day 3 Power Point, slide 17) 

7. Who can you share God’s love with today? 

8. I think George, Jan and Steven are back again tonight with us. They have been 

learning some good lessons about community, haven’t they? Let’s see what they 

are up to now! 

 

III.   Skit. 

Characters: George, Jan, Steven 

Props: George holding his Bible 

George, Jan and Steven are walking together, talking.  

Jan: Guess what? Last night I talked with my housemate Betty about all the great 

things we learned at Friendship group, and invited her to come. She sounded          

interested, and I think she might come with me next time! I prayed to God first to 

open her heart. 
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George: That’s great news, Jan! It sounds like God is answering your prayer. 

Steven: (Sighs) That is great, Jan. Now if God could only help me with my co-worker  

Tim at workshop. 

Jan: (concerned) What’s wrong? 

Steven: I didn’t get the right boxes over to him, and he got mad. He said some mean 

things and it hurt my feelings. I’m trying to forgive him but it’s hard. 

Jan: I’m sorry, Steven. It’s really hard when people are mean. Did you try praying to God 

for help? 

Steven: Yes, I did. But it’s still hard to love Tim right now. 

          George: I was just reading in my Bible when Jesus was talking about loving others just as 

He loves us. It was probably hard for Jesus’ disciples to love others who didn’t like them 

and said mean things. But Jesus said when we love like He loves us, others will know we 

are His disciples. You can’t control how Tim feels about you Steven, but you can control 

how you respond. And loving Tim, even when it’s hard, is showing Jesus’ love! 

 Jan: Why don’t you talk to Tim and tell him more about Jesus? Be honest and say that his 

words hurt your feelings, but with the Holy Spirit’s help you are working on loving him 

like Jesus loves you. 

Steven: You’re right, I need to love Tim like Jesus loves me, even if he doesn’t show love 

back. But I need some help. Will you guys pray with me? 

          George: Of course, Steven! That’s what a Christian community is for, to love and care for 

each other. (The three friends pray.) Jesus, please help Steven love Tim just as you love 

him. Give him the words to say to show your love, and help him remember that you are 

always with him. Amen. 

 Steven: Thanks, guys! I will talk to Tim tomorrow and tell him more about Jesus’ love. 

(They walk offstage.) 
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IV.  Conclusion. 

A. Jesus calls Christians to carry out His mission through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and through the love we experience being in community with Jesus. 

B. It is only through Jesus’ love for us and the Holy Spirit in our lives that we can love 

others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God, help us to love others just as you love us. Without you, we can do nothing on our 

own. Fill us with your Holy Spirit to bear good fruit, and share your love with others. 

Amen. 


